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CREATION, DE-CREATION, RE-CREATION

To use a line from The Sound of Music, Let’s start at the very beginning. 
That’s a very place to start.  Our first reading tonight was from the beginning, the
very beginning, the beginning of creation.  Again and again we’re told God created
and it was good and then finally, that it was very good.  There was and remains the
goodness of creation but as we all know too well, that goodness of creation was
terribly damaged by evil, the evil of sin.  Now sin is destructive.  Sin is a process of
de-creation.  It takes goodness and then twists and perverts it into something evil and
we all have to deal with the effects of that evil every day and that evil includes
suffering and death.

Creation was compromised by sin, de-created, but God didn’t abandon his
people.  The story of salvation is a very long story of re-creation and tonight we have
listened to just part of that story.  God led the Israelites through the waters of the Red
Sea into the land where they were nourished with the bread from heaven.  Through
the prophets God called people back to be faithful to their covenant relationship with
God and this relationship includes how we treat others, particularly the poor, weak
and vulnerable.  

But it doesn’t stop there.  In the person of Jesus, God has entered into our
world.  The creator has become a creature, the invisible one visible, the immortal one
mortal.  By his human birth he comes to share life with us.  God is so great that he can
make himself small.

But it doesn’t stop there.  Jesus doesn’t come to share some nice teachings. 
Jesus suffers and dies for our sins and rises again.  God is so powerful that he can
make himself weak.  So weak that the moment of his death seems like a defeat when
actually it leads to a victory that boggles the mind.  By his Paschal Mystery, his
movement from life through death into new life, Jesus has defeated death with death.
Death, which is the fruit of sin, becomes something of time rather than eternity.  

But it doesn’t even stop there.  Jesus opens the gates of heaven to us and
through baptism we share in his dying and rising.  We sacramentally share in Jesus’
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dying and rising.  We’re not crucified literally but we share in the fruit of Jesus’ work. 
It’s like crossing a stream on Jesus’ shoulders.  He gets us to the other side and he
gets wet.  We don’t get wet, but he still gets us to the other side. 

St. Paul tells us that when we’re baptized, we’re baptized into the death of
Jesus so that we might share in his resurrection.  In other words, we’re grafted onto
the Paschal Mystery.  Soon our elect will approach the waters of the baptismal font,
the womb of the Church.  They will share in the dying and rising of Jesus, in his
Paschal Mystery.  Just as the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, so too, in baptism we
leave tha slavery of sin passing through the waters into new life.  

They come to the water but we’re not to be idle spectators.  After that, all of us
who are already baptized, will renew our own baptismal commitment.  We have spent
the forty days of Lent as a type of retreat where through prayer, fasting and
almsgiving we prepare to renew our own baptismal commitment.

Then, our candidates, already one with us in baptism, will make a profession
of the Catholic Faith entering into full communion with the Catholic Church.  Next,
they, the newly baptized and others will receive an outpouring of the Holy Spirit
through the Sacrament of Confirmation.  After the Israelites passed through the Red
Sea, they entered into the land where they were nourished, with manna, the bread
from heaven.  So too, our members will join us in the banquet of Christ’s Sacrifice,
in the sharing of  the Body and Blood of Christ,  the true bread from heaven as they
make their First Communion.

All these people have spent many months learning, studying, praying and
growing in faith.  Tonight their story is more intimately connected to the story of
Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Although they have been students, tonight they
become teachers, our teachers.   They see the great gift, the treasure we have in the
Catholic faith.  What we have they want to share in and in all that, they teach us. 
They teach us not to take our faith for granted.  They teach us to value  the treasure
that we have.  But I also remind all of you to be baptized and received that, despite
this wonderful night, there will be challenges.  To follow Christ means that at one
time or another we will suffer for him, but we do this in the light of the Cross and in
the company of other believers and in the presence of Christ who continues to be with
us even in our sufferings.  
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Tonight is a night of hope.  The disciples deserted Jesus.   Peter denied him. 
The three women in the gospel weren’t going to the tomb joyfully remembering
Jesus’ words about the resurrection but to anoint a corpse.  You could say they all
failed and yet the message given to them isn’t one that berates them but encourages
them.  This teaches us something very important–our failures can be overcome in
Christ.  Despite their failures, Jesus had no intention of losing his disciples and
despite our failures, he doesn’t want to lose us.  And the good news is that they
eventually got that message and so can we.  Jesus’ seeming failure became a victory
and source of new life and so too, our failures can lead to victory in Christ and new
life.  The hope of this night teaches us that even our death leads to new life.  Creation,
de-creation and then re-creation.    

This night marks the rebirth of hope as we realize that even death can be
transformed into new life.  The tomb of death is transformed into the womb of new
life.  And Jesus calls us to share in his passing over from death to new life.  He calls
us to lives of intentional faith.  Jesus didn’t suffer, die and rise so that we could live
lives of hit and miss faith, or cultural faith but rather lives of intentional friendship
with him, lives of intentional faith in every little way.  Lives where our faith in the
risen Christ is the rudder guiding the ship of our lives and where our new life is
intimately connected to his new life.    

Even in our failures, Jesus offers us hope.  The resurrection offers us hope and
we  journey to God together as a people of hope.  We journey in the light of the
resurrection.  We journey as part of God’s new creation, as part of God’s re-creation. 
 


