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PEACE, MERCY, FAITH

Jesus died a horribly painful and violent death in a violent world.  The now
risen Christ appears to those who abandoned him and even the one who denied him. 
Understandably, they’re terrified and yet his first word is peace.  The Hebrew word
for peace, shalom, doesn’t simply mean the absence of conflict but  wholeness, health
and completeness.  It can also be a way of saying hello.  The Risen Christ speaks of
peace in the midst of a violent world.  Jesus doesn’t simply not berate his followers. 
He sends them forth as apostles sharing with them the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Among others things, they are to share the peace of Christ.

Jesus’ life and ministry was one of reconciliation, forgiveness and mercy.  We
see it in his parables–think of the lost sheep, the lost coin, the prodigal son.  We see
it in his other teachings, most notably, Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us.  We see it in his actions–think of Zacchaeus and the woman
caught in adultery.  We see it especially in his death and resurrection where he cries
out for forgiveness for those who are torturing him to death, while they are doing it. 

We see it in his words of peace that he now speaks.  And we see it as he now
rather clearly entrusts this ministry of reconciliation, this mission  of mercy to his
apostles, to the Church.  He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the holy
Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are
retained.”  This is done through baptism for those who have not been baptized and
through Reconciliation for those sins for which have been committed after baptism. 
These are all expressions of God’s love and mercy.  Forgiveness leads to peace.

The biblical word for mercy is rather earthy, it means a stirring in the gut or
maybe even the womb.  Biblically, mercy isn’t just one characteristic of God but the
fundamental characteristic of God or as Pope Benedict has said and Pope Francis has
repeated, The name of God is mercy.  God’s mercy isn’t cheap grace.  God’s mercy
doesn’t mean that sin and evil aren’t real but God’s mercy is more powerful and God
mercy is also a call to conversion–to open our hearts more and more to him.  Divine
Mercy is like a healing balm for the wound of sin.  –Mercy is also something done
by all Christians.  Every Christian is literally a “little Christ” and part of our mission
is to share the peace and mercy of Christ with others.  

And then we meet Thomas.   Jesus doesn’t berate him either but he does
challenge him.  But this doubting Thomas sees Jesus and doesn’t simply say, It’s you,
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but rather, My Lord and My God.  He becomes a believing Thomas.  He makes the
fullest profession of faith in Christ of anyone in the Bible.  

This all reminds us of the importance of faith.  Faith is both a gift that we
receive and a decision we make.  Sometimes we hear of blind faith but true faith is
something that allows us to see.  Faith is something that goes beyond the rational but
not necessarily, irrational.  Faith is of supreme importance, but in the Catholic
tradition, faith and reason go together.  Reason prevents faith from becoming
superstition and faith prevents reason from falling into a cold, sterile rationalism. 
Faith can be the generator that prompts us to work for peace and to share mercy.

This Second Sunday of Easter is also known as Divine Mercy influenced by the
writings of St. Faustina Kowalska, a Polish Sister who lived in the first half of the
twentieth century.  This a special time to implore God’s mercy and today the Divine
Mercy Chaplet will be prayed here at 3:00.  Confessions and Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament will start at 1:45 with three priests hearing confessions.  

But this is also a special time to remember that as Christians, we’re called to
live lives of mercy.  Each of us in our own way is to be a missionary of God’s mercy
as we profess to be followers of him who said, Blessed are the merciful, for they will
be shown mercy.  If we wish to receive mercy we must be willing to extend mercy. 
To show mercy may involve something heroic but it can be something done very
simply:  being patient with another person, bridling our tongue when we want to lash
out, showing kindness to someone in need.  It’s something we can do in every little
way.

Here at the Eucharist, in faith, we encounter the peace and mercy of Christ and
ask that we may live lives of intentional faith.  By faith may we share with others the
peace and mercy of the Risen Christ.


